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• Wellcome’s commitment
• Examples of the landscape of data sharing;
o data availability statements 
o databases
• What more can funders do?
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• Wellcome is a global charitable foundation dedicated to 
supporting science to solve the urgent health challenges 
facing everyone. 
• We want the outputs of the research we fund to be 
accessed and used in ways that maximise benefit to 
health & society
• Passionate champion and advocate of open access and 
data sharing, with long-standing policies in place (open 
access and data, software and materials management 
and sharing, increased expectations for rapid sharing 
where there is a public health imperative)
Covid-19 data sharing
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• Wellcome statement of 31 January 2020  -
endorsed by over 150 organisations
• Called on publishers to ensure the 
research they published had clear data 
availability statements
• Called on researchers to share interim and 
final data as rapidly as possible 
https://wellcome.org/coronavirus-covid-19/open-data
Analysis of Data Availability Statements in Europe 
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• Europe PMC has 66,294 full-text research articles, 
published in 2020, related to COVID-19
• Of these, just 6,180 (9%) have data availability 
statements
• Interestingly, of all full text articles in Europe PMC in 
2020 (not just COVID articles), 23% have Data 
Availability Statements
• 51 Wellcome Open Research articles on COVID-19 
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Lancet updates data availability requirements
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…but COVID data are available for re-use
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Study of all research databases listed on the UK Health Research 
Authority's Assessment Review Portal that had received a favourable 
ethics opinion as of January 2018.
Less than half (34%) of research databases (n=354) had granted 
access to their data and produced secondary publications. 
“Time and again when questioned about this the excuse given was simply lack of 
resources/expertise/planning for database maintenance.”
“The answer, I think, is for funders to commit to long term support for maintaining 
databases”
Simon Kolstoe (co-author)
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• implement our policy on data, software and materials 
management and sharing: 
– require outputs management plan (OMP) in every 
application
– commit to support the costs associated with OMPs as 
an integral part of funding the research
• provide major funding for databases, tools and other key 
resources
• participate actively in key international initiatives to ensure 
sustained funding for core resources for life sciences 
research (e.g. ELIXIR and Global Biodata Coalition)
• Institutions to support researchers in meeting policy 
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• Journals on supporting researchers in making data 
open and FAIR: 
 ongoing pilot with Springer-Nature to help 
researchers make data underlying papers findable 
and usable
 our Wellcome Open Research publishing platform 
to link articles to underlying data and code
• With other funders - align policy expectations and 
develop automated approaches for assessing FAIR
g.humphreys@wellcome.org
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